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API Docs
introduction



The contracts 
are the docs



API history

Thirty years of APIs

SOAP
1998

Strictly typed
Contract: WSDL

− Verbose XML
− Hard to read

+ Client code auto-gen

REST
2000

Barely typed
No contract

+ Simple to start
± Flexibility

− Requires docs

GraphQL
2012

Strictly typed
Contract: schema

+ One endpoint
− Caching is hard

− Steep curve

gRPC
2015

Strictly typed
Contract: .proto

+ Fast
− Binary format

± Mostly Internal use

REST
2000

Barely typed
No contract

+ Simple to start
± Flexibility

− Requires docs



API docs history

Image source: https://swagger.io/docs

https://swagger.io/docs


Your API is a product
Your Docs too!



Docs as a product: Map your users

Developers value predictability
➟ Complete OpenAPI spec

➟ Testing environments matter (Sandbox)

➟ Publish a versioning policy

➟ Communicate breaking changes

➟ Publish migration guides

➟ Keep a Changelog



AI, the new API Docs consumer
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for AIs
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Who reads your docs?

The web overall   Cloudflare, Sep 2026

Non-human   50%+ Human

Documentation sites   Mintlify, Aug 2026

AI Agents   66% Human

Sources: Cloudflare, The Internet has a second audience  ·  Mintlify, State of Knowledge Report 2026

https://blog.cloudflare.com/agentic-web/
https://www.mintlify.com/state-of-knowledge/2026


Two ways AI reads your docs

A person asks
Docs chatbot · Support 

agent · AI search
An answer for 

the person

A developer 
delegates

Coding agent
Code that calls 

your API

AI reads your docs

The end user may be human. The API Docs consumer is AI.



AI knows REST, not your API

Documenting your API conventions
➟ Authentication

➟ Error handling

➟ Pagination

➟ Rate limiting

➟ Versioning



AX (Agent eXperience): AI agents read differently

➟ llms.txt: some agents look for it, some don’t

➟ Truncation: long pages, partly read, often silently

➟ Tokens: the smallest unit of docs that does the job

“I don’t think what’s good for humans is good for agents”
Dachary Carey (AX, NVIDIA), author of the Agent-Friendly Docs Spec

Source: GitBook, State of Docs Report 2026: AI and documentation consumption

https://www.stateofdocs.com/2026/ai-and-documentation-consumption


Measure it: afdocs.dev

$ npx afdocs check https://petstore.swagger.io --sampling none --format scorecard

afdocs 0.22.2 (MIT)  · Agent Ecosystem Collective (agentecosystem.dev) ·  Agent-Friendly Documentation Spec (agentdocsspec.com)

https://github.com/agent-ecosystem/afdocs
https://agentecosystem.dev
https://agentdocsspec.com


llms.txt: Give agents a map (of your .mds!)

Markdown + llms.txt: 26–60% fewer tokens than HTML (5 models)

Figure 3: Mintlify, The 2026 State of Knowledge Report  ·  mintlify/docs-url-discovery-bench

https://www.mintlify.com/state-of-knowledge/2026
https://github.com/mintlify/docs-url-discovery-bench


What to do on Monday

1.  Contract: OpenAPI spec with descriptions and examples + Arazzo

2.  Measure: npx afdocs check <your doc site>, then keep it in CI

3.  Map for AIs: llms.txt linked from every page, plus .md versions

4.  Pages: small guides, solving a concrete problem, step by step

5.  Skills (optional): a SKILL.md for your top integration task

Keep learning!

afdocs.dev  ·  Write the Docs  ·  The Good Docs Project  ·  APIs You Won't Hate

https://afdocs.dev
https://www.writethedocs.org
https://www.thegooddocsproject.dev
https://apisyouwonthate.com


Your API is your product’s interface.

Your Docs are your API’s interface.



Questions & Answers
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